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Introduction 
These instructions are intended as a supplement to the fine instructions provided by Top Hydraulics for 

removal and replacement of the Case Cover Lock and Rear Bow Lock cylinder assemblies. In addition to 

these two cylinders, there is a single cylinder which raises the tonneau cover, two cylinders which raise and 

lower the main top assembly, and two cylinders which raise and lower the Rear Bow – the rear window 

portion of the top. These supplemental instructions allow you to complete the replacement of all 7 cylinders 

in the systems. As the Mercedes seals start to wear out, replacing just one cylinder may soon result in 

another one failing. It is recommended that all the cylinders be replaced at once, especially since so much 

time is required just to access the hydraulic pump. 

 

The steps described up to page 16 in the primary instructions must be completed prior to commencing the 

steps described here.  Once the steps in this supplement manual are complete, pick up the primary 

instructions on page 21 to complete filling the hydraulic fluid and re-installation of the carpet and covers.  

 

Left and Right 
Left is used throughout to mean the left side of the car, when looked forward. It is the Driver’s side in the 

US.  

Raising the Rear Headrests 
I strongly recommend raising the rear headrests if the hydraulic system is still functioning before starting 

this work. Although it is very unlikely, they are designed to deploy upward with explosive force in the event 

of an accident. By raising them, you will not need to be concerned that they will suddenly deploy while 

working around them. However, since they use the same hydraulic pump for normal raising and lowering, 

the system has to be operational in order to do that.  

Spare Parts 
Hydraulic Line Retainers. It is strongly recommended to get spare hydraulic line retainers; there are 10 

required for the cylinders here, and they are different then the ones used. They are very easy to drop into 

dark places, never to be seen again. There are many such dark places around the top.  

 

Circlip and washer: There are two circlips and washers that retain the bow cylinder. These are also easy to 

lose.  

 

I did the job with no spares, which added stress and time to absolutely insure I did not lose anything.  
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CAUTION 
The primary instructions for the Case Cover Lock and Rear Bow Lock require an intermediate skill with car 

repair. The Top Tonneau Cover cylinder is also straightforward. However, removal and replacement of the 4 

top cylinders is considerably more difficult, and carries the added risk of pinching fingers when working 

with the top. It isn’t for the mechanically faint of heart. These instructions were written for a solo mechanic. 

Getting help for some steps will make the job easier. However, with patience and the recommended tools 

here, it is possible for anyone with mechanical skill and facility with car repair to complete the job.  

 

Let’s get started! 
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 Tools  
 

HEADLAMP. Purpose: This is invaluable for shining light inside the top hinges while working on the 

cylinders, as two hands are needed for many operations.  

 

PLASTIC PANEL REMOVAL TOOLS. Purpose: Removal of rear seat and side panel upholstery. These 

are essential to avoid damaging the finish; don’t start without them. They are very inexpensive and available 

at most autoparts stores.  

 

DUCT TAPE. Purpose: Preventing the loss of circlips used on the Bow cylinders.  

 

PICKS. Purpose: The straight one is used to pry up the hydraulic line retainers by inserting into the hole on 

the retainers. Pulling with needle nose pliers usually fails to get them started. The curved one is used to 

remove the cover for the wind screen attachment. A paperclip would also fine.  

 

NEEDLENOSE PLIERS. Purpose: Removal and installation of hydraulic line retainers and other retainers.  

 

18 MM BOX END WRENCHES (2). Purpose: Unbolting the lower retaining bolt for the top cylinders. 

Shown are a 19mm wrench and adjustable wrench I used since these were not on hand. 18 mm is not used 

on many cars except Mercedes, so you may want to use what you have on hand.  

 

TORQUE WRENCH. Purpose: Torqueing the top bearing plate bolts and seatbelt bolts. The required 

torques are 20 Nm and 35 Nm respectively. Make sure these are in range of your wrench.  

 

NOT SHOWN 

LABEL MAKER OR MASKING TAPE, WIRE CUTTERS for snipping Tie Wraps, Large screwdriver or 

prybar, ZIPLOC bags for temporary storage of small parts.  
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Tonneau Cover Cylinder Removal and Replacement 
 

Label and Tie Wrap Removal 
This activity requires that you have removed the carpet cover on the bottom of the Tonneau Cover, and that 

it is in the raised position, as described in the prior instructions.  

1. Label the Upper Line 

2. Carefully clip the tie wrap or wraps holding the lines to the cylinder body.  

 

 

 

 

  

Tie Wrap 
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Cylinder Removal from Tonneau Cover 
The shock absorber on the right side of the vehicle will hold up the Tonneau Cover once the cylinder is 

removed. 

 

1. Remove the top and bottom hydraulic line retainer clips. There is a small hole on the retainer. Insert 

the pick into the hole and then rotate, pivoting the point against the cylindrical housing on the 

cylinder to pry the retainer  up. Go slowly. Once the slot is exposed, you can wrap a twist tie or a tie 

wrap around it if you are concerned about losing it. Once it has moved about 5 mm, you can pull it 

out the rest of the way with needle nose pliers. Place in a Ziploc bag for safe keeping.  

2. Pull out the upper and lower lines by hand so you don’t damage the line with pliers. They pull out 

easily. Some  fluid may drip out, so putting a paper towel underneath is a good idea. Since the 

pressure was released from the pump, as long as the lid isn’t moved, there should be no pressure to 

force more fluid out.  

3. Remove the upper and lower ball retainer clips. The small loop at the end of each that provides a 

place to catch it with your finger or pliers to flip the circular part off the body of the cylinder. The 

pin is then pulled straight out. 

4. There is a circular retainer spring that holds the ball lightly on the socket on the car. Pull the cylinder 

straight out to remove one end at a time.  

  

 

 

  

Clip after snapping 

off retainer with 

pin inserted.  

Clip 

removed.   
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Cylinder Installation on Tonneau Cover 
1. Inspect the hydraulic line ends and ensure they are clean and free of debris.  

2. Press the top line into the receptacle on the opposite end from the piston. Ensure that the flange on 

the line is seated below the slot where the retainer clip goes.  

3. Position the retainer clip into the slot and carefully press the clip in using the needle nose pliers. 

When it is fully seated, there is usually a click. Only the end of the slot on the retainer will be visible 

when properly seated, which looks like a round hole.  

4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 with the lower line.  

5. Snap the lower ball joint onto the lower ball on the car in the luggage compartment.  

6. Extend the piston fully and snap the upper ball onto the upper ball. You may need to press the lid 

down a bit against the resistance from the shock absorber on the left side of the car in order to get the 

ball to line up with the socket.  

7. Use the needle nose pliers to carefully insert the retainer pin into each socket, and snap the circle 

ring onto the body of the cylinder. You may want to wrap a piece of duct tape on the circular end so 

you can find the retainer if you drop it. Once the pin end is in, remove the tape before snapping it on.  

8. Wrap a new tie wrap around the middle of the lines to attach them to the body of the cylinder.  

9. If you are not proceeding on with the top cylinders, you can proceed with the steps on page 21 of the 

main manual to add fluid and test the system.  

 

  

Completed 

installation.    
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Preparation Steps to Access Main Top and Bow Cylinders 
 

In order to remove the main top and bow cylinders, the rear seat bottom, top, and side panels must be 

removed first. The top itself is then unbolted from the body and positioned for doing the work. Removal of 

the rear seat area upholstery is not strictly necessary for removing and replacing the bow cylinders, however 

there are two electrical connectors that need to be disconnected to avoid straining the harness and 

connectors when moving the top. These instructions are written for doing all 4 cylinders. 

 

Remove Rear Seat Bottom 
1. The seat bottom is held on by large spring clips. Remove by grasping the bottom of the seat and then 

pull up sharply on once side and then the other. Lift up the front of the seat and the pull it straight 

out toward the front of the car. Set aside in a clean place.  

Remove Seat Back 
The seat back is held on by 3 bolts on the bottom, 2 hidden screws, and a retaining guide at the top. Fun! 

 

1. Unbolt a single 10mm bolt from the center bottom bracket underneath the subwoofer. Note that there 

is a frame that goes around the subwoofer. The subwoofer and harness stay attached to the car; there 

are not connectors to disconnect to remove the back.  

2. Unbolt two 13 mm bolts from the left and right side bottom. These are not shown in the picture but 

are up behind the front of the seat. They are hard to miss.   

 

 

 

  Subwoofer 

(stays in 

place).   

10 mm Bolt 

and Frame   
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3. Pull down the armrest to expose the cover behind it.  

4. Use the plastic upholstery “crowbar” tool to get the hooked part underneath the upper part of the 

cover, and pull it forward, bending it over the top of the armrest. The cover is made of a thick 

flexible plastic and won’t break. Some force may be needed to pop the top out from under the 

upholstery cushion. See the picture below.  

5. While holding the cover forward as shown with one hand, unscrew the two screws you have now 

exposed and put them in a bag with the 3 large bolts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Now the fun part – removing the seat back. There is a pin on the back of the body at the top just left 

of center where a metal slot on the seat slides down into, and two U shaped wire retainers on the top 

left and right on the seat back that engage slots on the body. See the next two pictures. Lift up 

enough on the seat to clear the pin and retainers, then pull the bottom frame that surrounds the seat 

forward to clear the subwoofer assembly. You can then pull the seat forward and out. If you did not 

Retaining 

Screws   
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raise the rear headrests first, the seat will not come out as easily, as the cushion at the top needs to 

compress somewhat. However, it will come out, as I did it with the headrests down.  
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seat back 

that engages 

pin.    

Left headrest   
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Removal of Rear Interior Side Panels 
These instructions apply to either side panel. You will need to do both, so repeat this for the second side.  

 

1.  Remove front seat belt. The lower loop of the front seat belt slides on a rail behind the front seat. 

Remove the rear bolt and loosen the front bolt, allowing the rail to swing up. Slide off the seat belt 

loop from the rail and leave it loose. Loosely re-attach the seatbelt bolt. Note, if you choose to drive 

the car for a bit with the rear side panels removed, you will need to re-attach the seat belt loop and 

torque the rail bolts. This will allow safe operation from the front seats without the rear side panels 

installed.  

2. Unhook front of top with the handle above the center rear view mirror to free up the top.  

3. Place a folded up towel or similar pad on top of the windshield where the top rests on it, especially 

on the corners. This is to prevent rubbing in later work.  

4. Manually fold the top back into the rear compartment. Make sure there are no tools on the shelf 

where the top rests.  

5. Remove horizontal bolt that attaches the rear top part of the side panel to a bracket, shown in picture 

on next page. You can also remove the bracket where it mounts with a vertical bolt, but this is not 

necessary.  

6. Remove the plastic escutcheon for the windscreen mount on top of the side panel, referring to the 

pictures below. The escutcheon is held on with two tabs that have a hole in them, hidden by the 

spring loaded flap. In the pictures, I am holding the flap down for clarity. While holding the flap 

down with the tool, hook the curved pick, or a paper clip with ¼” bent to 90 degrees, into the front 

hole and pull the tab toward the rear while pulling up on the front of the escutcheon. It should free 

and come up a bit out of the side panel. Repeat with the rear tab, pulling it forward, and lift the 

escutcheon out. This is the only way to get it out; forcing it will damage the upholstery. Figuring this 

out was the single most frustrating part of the entire job.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Escutcheon 

after 

removal.  

 

Tab that gets 

pulled 

inward.     

The pick 

trick.     
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7. Remove the now-revealed Philips head screw holding the side panel to the side of the car. The screw 

is clearly visible through the hole where the escutcheon was.  

8. Pop off the panel, held on by 5 plastic retainers. Reference to the picture below for the location of 

the retainers on the back of the panel. Start at the back of the panel and pull out carefully working 

your way around. You may need to use the plastic upholstery tool around the top of the panel. The 

front of the panel slips into a flexible molding at the back of the door sill. Slide reward and the panel 

will be free, but hanging on by the seat belts.  

9. Remove the five plastic retainers (some may have fallen off while pulling the panel out) by sliding 

them out of their holders. Put them in a plastic bag with the bolt, screw, and escutcheon for 

safekeeping.  

10. Slip the front seatbelt through the slot at the top front of the side panel. 

11. Unbolt the rear seatbelt where it attaches to the floor of the car. Loosely reinstall the seatbelt bolt.  

12. Feed the seatbelt through the slot in the side panel, and remove the side panel from the car. Put the 

side panel in a safe clean place.  

13. Repeat for the other side.  
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Connector Disconnect 
Before unbolting the top frame from the body, it is necessary to disconnect the connectors in the left rear 

seat area that go to the top position sensor to avoid pulling on the harness. While the hydraulic lines are 

routed through this area also, they have sufficient slack to allow for the movement of the top assembly.  

 

1. Locate the two small connectors that connect to cables that go up into the tunnel at the rear left of the 

seat area. See picture below.  

2. Separate the two connectors, and make sure the harness going up into the tunnel is not binding on 

anything.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Separated 

connectors.      

Tunnel      
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Unbolt and Move Top Assembly 
In order to get better access to the cylinders, I found it necessary to unbolt the rear of the top and move it up 

and back several inches. Exercise great CAUTION as there are many moving linkages that can pinch 

fingers.  

 

1. Extend the top by hand so that the front of the top rests on the windshield frame. Leave the front of 

the top unlocked.  

2. Ensure you have towels or similar pad protecting the top of the windshield frame. The top will be 

moving about, and it could tear the vinyl at the top of the windshield.  

3. Lift up the rear part of the top, called the bow, until it is in a vertical position. If it won’t stay, then 

wrap a rope around the latch in the center and tie it off to something in front of the car, like an 

outside mirror. Leave a few inches of slack so you can move the top assembly rearward described in 

step 7.  

4. Mark location of the bearing plate where it is bolted to the body at both the rear where two bolts are, 

and at front with one mounting bolt. See photo. Mercedes calls the large bracket structure that 

mounts the top assembly to the car the “bearing”. Use a permanent marker, nail polish, or the like, to 

outline where the bearing meets the car. There is some adjustment here that Mercedes use to make 

sure the top aligns where it meets the windshield frame. By marking it and carefully re-aligning the 

bearing the top will continue to be aligned at the front end when you bolt it back on.  

5. Unbolt 6 bolts, 3 on each side. There are two in the rear of the top linkage and one in front.  

6. Note that there is a Bowden cable terminated in a ball socket that snaps on to a ball on the outside of 

each bearing. This is connected to the flaps on the tonneau cover that magically go up and down. 

This cable will restrict movement if left connected. I chose to leave it connected. You may wish to 

pop the sockets off at this time.  

7. Looking down past the rear part of the bearing, you will see a lower “shelf” about 3 inches down that 

is part of the bearing bracket. You will be lifting up the top assembly and moving it backward to rest 

that shelf on the part of the body where the bearing bolts to it. If you are working alone, 

incrementally move each bearing plate up and back until you have lifted the bearing plate enough to 

set the shelf on the body. Be mindful of not trapping the Bowdoin cable if you left it attached. This 

lifts the assembly about 2 inches, allowing clearance to get wrenches in to work on the top cylinder. 

If you have a buddy, lift the back of the top together up and back and set it down about 3 inches 

rearward.  
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Remove and Replace Main Top Cylinders 
At long last, you are now ready to actually remove and replace the top cylinders! These are attached in an 

unusual manner to the top frame. The lower part of the cylinder body has two circular indents with a white 

plastic bearing surface. One side of the cylinder body engages a fixed post on the top frame. The other side 

is held in by a bolt which has a non-threaded post end. The bolt sandwiches the cylinder in place and the 

plastic bearing surface allows the cylinder to pivot about the pin and bolt. The bolt attaches to the frame 

with a nut on the cylinder side. This nut is blue on my car. The top of the piston is held on with a pin linkage 

that snaps on to the cylinder body. There is not enough access to remove the hydraulic line retainers while 

the cylinder is installed, so you have to remove the cylinder and pull it down into the seat area to get at the 

line retainers. Fun! 

Remove Main Top Cylinders 
1. You will want the headlamp on for this to shine down into the cavity. Using two 18mm or 19mm 

open end wrenches, hold the bolt steady, and loosen the nut. After loosening the nut a few turns, then 

loosen the bolt a few turns. Then loosen the nut… There is no quick way to do this, as you can not 

get a socket wrench on the bolt without removing the top completely out of the car, which the 

hydraulic lines will not allow you to do. It can take 10 minutes. Keep going until the cylinder can be 

wiggled off the post on the frame. It is not necessary to completely remove the nut. If you do, it is 

takes some finesse to get it back on.  

2. Unlatch the keeper for the pin holding the top of the piston, and pull the pin out, freeing the cylinder.  

3. Pull the fork end of the piston linkage off the top frame and feed the cylinder down through the 

tunnel into the back seat area until it clears.  

4. Label the hydraulic line next to the piston “TOP”. 

5. CAUTION: These cylinders contain a great deal of hydraulic fluid, and due to the large diameter, it 

can come out at great force if you compress the piston. You don’t want a mess in your back seat.  

6. Remove the two retaining clips for the hydraulic lines by inserting the pick in the hole and prying 

up. Pull the clips off with needle nose pliers, and set aside in a plastic bag for safekeeping.  

7. Pull out the hydraulic lines. Put paper towel under the open ends to catch drips.  

8. Repeat for the other side.  
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Installation of Top Cylinder 
1. Pull the piston all the way out on the new cylinder. Note the holes on the sides of the cylinder body 

that engage the posts.  

2. Make sure the ends of the two hydraulic lines are clean, and press them into the receptacles on the 

cylinder. Make sure the line you labeled “TOP” goes next to the piston. The flange on the line must 

go past the slot for the retaining clip. 

3. Install the retaining clips by aligning with slot, and then press into place with needle nose pliers until 

they click. Only a hole should be visible on the clip once it is properly seated.  

4. Slide the cylinder up into the tunnel, piston end first. The hole with the white plastic goes toward the 

mounting post on the top frame. 

5. Maneuver the cylinder body around until the hole engages the post on the top frame. Use the fork 

end of the piston as a lever to help maneuver it around.  

6. Start screwing the bolt in using the 18mm or 19mm open end wrench until the post on the bolt 

engages the hole on the cylinder body. You may have to screw in the nut a bit as well. If you’ve got 

everything lined up properly, then the bolt will screw in easily. If it starts to bind, then the body is 

not aligned with the pins. Jiggle it around, perhaps back out the screw, and try again.  

7. Once the cylinder is engaged properly with the pins, but the bolt is not fully seated, push the piston 

back down so you can slide the fork linkage over the mating part of the top frame. Line up the holes. 

8. Slide the securing pin through the holes, and snap the retainer onto the piston. 

9. Now continue sequentially tightening the nut and the bolt. The point is for the bolt to snug against 

plastic bearing on the cylinder body, but not to crush it. Once it is snug, using both open wrenches, 

securely tighten nut against the frame. You’re done.  

10. Repeat on other side.  
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Remove and Replace Bow Cylinders 
The removal and replacement of the bow cylinders is tricky due to very tight clearances on the bottom end 

of the cylinders. Like the top cylinders, they need to be removed before pulling out the hydraulic lines. The 

left cylinder has a plastic electrical mechanism clipped to it; the right cylinder does not have this.  

 

Removal of Bow Cylinders 
The bow cylinders are held on with a circlip and washer on the piston end, and a pin with swiveling retainer 

on the bottom. The piston end has a post which inserts into a top frame member. This retainer is similar to 

the one that holds the upper end of the Main Top cylinder, except that it has a flat retainer which clips onto a 

frame member instead of a circular clip. 

1. Take a piece of duct tape or masking tape, and cut it to match the circlip and tack it on to the circlip 

and washer. This is to keep it from flying off and losing it.  

2. Insert the pick into one of the circlip slots, and pry it away from the shaft. Use a needle nose pliers to 

free it from the shaft. Be careful not to lose the washer under it in the process. 

3. Remove the washer. Put circlip and washer in a plastic bag for safe keeping.  

4. Reach down and with your hand unclip the retainer for the bottom end of the cylinder. I was unable 

to get clear pictures of the lower end. 

5. Try to slide the pin out far enough to release the cylinder. I was unable to find a geometry that would 

allow the pin to do this completely. So…. 

6. Take a deep breath and get into your patient place. Get a suitable prying tool. I used a large flat 

bladed screwdriver. You will definitely want the headlamp on for this. The cylinder bottom is in the 

bottom of the bearing bracket. Use the tool to pry the side of the bearing bracket with the pin away 

from the car body, and at the same time pull the pin out far enough to free this cylinder. Use extreme 

caution while you are using force here. Do NOT pry against the cylinder body, hydraulic lines, or the 

electrical sensing unit. Doing all this at once sounds hard – it is. You will get it – just work at it and 

it will come. The pin will stay engaged in one side of the channel and dangle there once done. There 

is also a U-shaped bracket made of springy metal that should stay in place that the cylinder body 

seats into. It will stay in place by spring tension against the frame channel. It has two holes for the 

pin to go into.  

7. Do not unclip tie wraps securing the lines, leave the bundle of lines and electrical harness intact. 

8. Once the cylinder is free, remove the retainer clips for the hydraulic lines by inserting a pick into the 

hole and prying up. Be very careful here; dropping one of the retainers into the abyss below would 

be bad. Once loosened, remove with the needle nose pliers. Store the clips in a plastic bag.  

9. Label the line next to the piston “Piston”. 

10. Pull out the hydraulic lines.  

11. For the left cylinder, carefully pull the electrical assembly off the cylinder body. Note that the end 

clips into the end of the piston. This device measures the piston travel as part of the control circuit 

for the top. Leave the electrical assembly close by on the frame – don’t pull it out with the wires 

attached. Omit this step for the right side. 

12. Repeat for the other side. 
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Installation of Bow Cylinder 
The sequence of steps is important. Follow in order.  

 

 

1. For the left side, clip electrical sensing unit onto the cylinder body, and the sliding end onto the 

piston end. There is a wide groove on the cylinder body for the plastic clamp to seat. It is important 

that the sensing unit not slide up onto the body once installed.  

2. Check the hydraulic lines for cleanliness. Press the line marked “Piston” into the receptacle marked 

piston. Ensure the flange seats below the slot for the retainer clip.  

3. Repeat for the other line.  

4. Install the retaining clips by aligning with slot, and then press into place with needle nose pliers until 

they click. Only a hole should be visible on the clip once it is properly seated.  

5. Now the truly fun part. Slide the cylinder body down into place and into the U-shaped metal bracket. 

Get your prying tool, and repeat the prying process to create clearance for the cylinder and pin. 

Work it until it slides into the U bracket. Move around slightly until the pin engages the hole in the 

cylinder body. Once engaged, leave the pin loosely inserted; do NOT push through yet.  

6. Now slide up the piston and insert the post into the hole in the top frame. Some motion is needed on 

the lower end to allow enough motion to get the post into the hole. This is why you have not secured 

the lower pin retainer yet. This is a good time to check that electrical position sensor is still correctly 

clamped to the body.  

7. Get a piece of duct tape, and cut it to fit the circlip; see picture.  

8. Slide the washer onto the post, and then carefully align the circlip with the slot in the post. Use the 

needle nose pliers to snap the circlip onto the post. It won’t go flying to far if you mess up due to the 

duct tape.  

9. Remove the duct tape.  

10. Now push the pin through the bottom end of the cylinder body and U bracket. Some jiggling may be 

required to seat it fully.  

11. Snap the retainer onto the top frame.  

12. Repeat with the other side. 

13. You’re done! You can bask in the glory of completing a very challenging task.  
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Installation of Top, System Test, and Upholstery 
Use the photos in the removal sections above for reference if needed.  

Top Frame Installation 
1. Working one side and then the other, carefully move the bearing back into place by lowering the 

shelf. Be mindful of the Bowden cable.  

2. Line up the bearing with the previous outline marks, and install the 6 bolts. As you tighten the bolts, 

the bearing may tend to creep, so you may need to work to keep it in alignment as you secure the 

bolts.  

3. Torque the bolts to 20 nM.  

4. Remove the rope holding the bow. 

5. Check that the top engages correctly at the windshield. You may need to pull rearward a bit on the 

handle, as the top does not have the tension in it as when the bow is locked in.  

Connector Installation 
1. Reconnect the two connectors in the left rear seat area. 

 

System Test 
Congratulations! You are now ready for system test. Go back to the main manual on page 21 for the section 

“Hydraulic Fluid – Flush and Refill”, and then do the System Test. With your headlamp on, check all 

cylinders, pistons, and hydraulic line connections for leaks. I recommend driving the car a few days and 

cycling the top frequently prior to installation of the rear upholstery and all of the covers.  

 

Install Rear Side Panels 
1. Feed the rear seat belt through the side panel.  

2. Bolt the flange to body and torque to 35 Nm.  

3. Feed the front seat belt through the side panel. 

4. Slide the seat belt loop onto the retainer bar. 

5. Slide the rear bolt through the large washer, retainer bar, and spacer. Torque to 35 Nm. 

6. Torque the front bolt to 35 Nm. 

7. Install the 5 plastic retaining clips into their receptacles on the back of the side panel.  

8. Now carefully line up the side panel. Before pressing into place, slide the lower front tip under the 

door sill. 

9. Press the panel into the place, making sure all 5 clips are seated.  

10. Install the Philips head screw under the windscreen retainer into the body. Some moving around of 

the panel may be needed. You can use a pick pushed through the hole to search for the body hole for 

the screw.  

11. Press the windscreen escutcheon into place with the hinge toward the outside of the car.  

12. Bolt the 10mm bolt into the bracket at the rear top.  

13. Repeat for the other side.  
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Install Rear Seat Back 
1. Maneuver the U-shaped center bracket between the seat belt sockets and around the subwoofer grill. 

Be careful not to dent the grill.  

2. Now lift up on the seat and line up the U wires and central locater pin, and press down into place.  

3. Install the 2 screws behind the armrest panel. You may need to use the pick method to get the holes 

to line up.  

4. Bolt the central bracket into place. 

5. Finally, bolt the two large bolts on both sides.  

Install Rear Seat Bottom 
1. Thread the seatbelt receptacles up through the holes in the seat bottom. 

2. Insert the seatbelt buckles into the receptacles. 

3. Pull up on the straps to pull the receptacles into place. 

4. Press back and down on the seat back to lock into place. Press hard on both left and right to ensure it 

is fully engaged.  


